
MP spearheads drive to 
end unlawful carpark fine 

Jeffrey Richards with State MP for Bankstown, Tania Mihailuk, at the Bankstown super- 
market car park where he was fined. 

By MlCK ROBERTS 

MOTORISTS should be 
wary of fines issued by 
private car park opera- 
tors, with complaints in- 
creasing, warn local MPs 
and Fair Trading. 

NSW Fair Trading has 
received a record 541 
complaints relating to 
fines issued by private 
car park operators during 
the period, July 1, 201 1 to 
August 29, 201 2. 

State Labor MP for 
Bankstown, Tania Mihai- 
luk, said the NSW Gov- 
ernment should take 
action immediately to 
protect motorists from 
unfair fines. 

Ms Mihailuk's calls fol- 

low a Victorian Supreme 
Court ruling that found 
similar fines issued in that 
State are unlawful. 

"The Government must 
take action to protect 
consumers by making it 
clear that private compa- 
nies have no right to issue 
'fines'," Ms Mihailuk said. 

Ms Mihailuk said a com- 
pany operating in Banks- 
town, had issued 60,000 
fines nationally and can- 
celled many of them when 
motorists queried them or 
contacted Fair Trading. 

"The Victorian Supreme 
Court has ruled that fines 
issued from a similar pri- 
vate parking company 
were unlawful," Ms Mihai- 
luk said. 

Bankstown's Jeffrey 
Richards contacted Ms 
Mihailuk's office for as- 
sistance after he was in- 
formed of an infringement 
from the RMS stating 
that a private car parking 
company had sought a 
court order for the release 
of his personal details. 

While his fine has since 
been cancelled, he said 
he received no initial cor- 
respondence or payment 
notice from the company. 

"The first I heard about it 
was when they sent me a 
fine," he said. 

"I am disappointed and 
concerned that I was not 
informed by RMS prior 
to them releasing my de- 
tails." he said. 


